Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 120 K; mean (Sb-O) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.028; wR factor = 0.072; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.4.
Selected bond lengths (Å ). Symmetry codes: (i) x; y; z þ 1; (ii) x þ 1; y; z þ 1; (iii) Àx þ 1; Ày; Àz þ 1; (iv) Àx þ 1; y; Àz þ 1; (v) x À 1; y; z; (vi) Àx þ 3 2 ; Ày À 1 2 ; Àz þ 1.
Data collection: COLLECT (Nonius, 1998) ; cell refinement: DENZO (Otwinowski & Minor, 1997) and COLLECT; data reduction: DENZO nd COLLECT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: DIAMOND (Brandenburg, 2006) ; software used to prepare material for publication: WinGX (Farrugia, 1999) .
The crystal structure of compound (1) contains two Rb (Rb1 and Rb2), three Sb (Sb1, Sb2 and Sb3) and eight O (O1-O8) atoms (Fig.1) . The atoms Sb1, O4, O6 and O7 are on general positions, all other atoms are on special positions, viz. mirror planes and twofold-rotation axes. Each antimony atom is coordinated to six oxygen atoms to form distorted octahedra with Sb-O distances ranging from 1.903 (4) to 2.129 (5) Å, comparable to those in the isotypic antimonates(V) (Hong, 1974; Hirschle et al., 2001) . Rb1 is nine fold coordinated and Rb2 is ten fold coordinated to oxygen atoms ( Fig. 2 (a) and 2(b)) with Rb-O distances ranging from 2.933 (4) -3.473 (4) Å, comparable to Rb 3 Ti 2 (TiO)(PO 4 ) 3 P 2 O 7 (Duhlev, 1994) . The coordination number of Rb + ion differs from the the 11 coordinated A + ions reported for the isotypic A 2 Sb 4 O 11 (A = K, Cs) compounds, where the non bonding distances of K-O; 3.78 (3) -3.832 (4) Å, Cs-O; 3.721 (8) -3.940 (9) Å were considered as bonds.
In the asymmetric unit of the title compound (1) all oxygen atoms are shared between two SbO 6 octahedra, except the oxygen atoms O(2) and O(4), that are common to all three Sb(1)O 6 , Sb(2)O 6 and Sb(3)O 6 octahedra ( Fig. 1 ). In compound (1), there are two different layers (1 and 2) formed by edge-sharing of Sb(1)-Sb(1), Sb(2)-Sb(2) and Sb(3)-Sb(3) octahedra to form three types of Sb 2 O 10 dimers (Fig. 3) . Layer 1 is formed by edge-sharing of the Sb 2 (2)O 10 and Sb 2 (3)O 10 dimers and layer 2 is formed by Sb 2 (1)O 10 dimers sharing corners with the layer 1. Alternate stacking of these two layers along the c axis leads to formation of tunnels and Rb + ions are located in these tunnels. The single-crystal data was measured at 123 K and the displacement parameters observed for Rb + are roughly isotropic, indicating that they are not mobile in the channels.
Experimental
A mixture of Rb 2 CO 3 (Aldrich, 0.6224 g; 2.70 mmol), Sb 2 O 3 (Aldrich, 0.3143 g; 1.08 mmol) and H 3 BO 3 (Aldrich,0.5000 g; 8.09 mmol) was ground in a mortar and pestle. The ground mixture was then added into a platinum crucible. The furnace temperature was slowly raised from room temperature and heated at 773 K for 12 hrs, 923 K for a further 12 hrs, and then supplementary materials sup-2 kept at 1273 K for 24 hrs. The furnace was cooled to room temperature over a period of 48 hrs. The melt was washed with hot water to remove the excess boric acid, filtered and dried in an oven at 353 K. Colourless crystals of compound (1) were obtained from the melt.
Refinement
All atoms were refined anisotropically. It was necessary to apply SHELX ISOR restraints to O2, O5 and O1; a value of 0.001 Å 2 was used. The highest peak and the deepest hole of the final Fourier map are located at 1.85 Å from Rb1 and 0.85 Å from the Sb2 atom, respectively. (13) O3 iv -Sb2-O2 iv 176.5 (2) O7 xv -Rb2-O4 ix 90.66 (9) O6 vi -Sb2-O2 iv 84.25 (12) O7 xvi -Rb2-O4 ix 137.99 (10) Fig. 1 supplementary materials sup-9 
